CHAPTER V

rT~1HE Emperor died next morning, June i^, 1888,
JL having reigned for ninety-eight days. The moment
his death was announced, all the preparations for it,
carefully and minutely planned the night before, were
carried out. Companies of hussars instantly surrounded
the palace, and the entrances into the park were guarded.
No one, not even members of the family, were allowed
to leave the precincts without a signed permit, no letters
could be sent without the stamp of the censor, and all
outgoing parcels were examined. Search-parties ran-
sacked the palace for papers belonging to the late Emperor,
and his son, dressed in the red uniform of his hussars
with a sabre in his hand, himself searched his mother's
room. Perhaps he hoped to find there his father's
Diary of the last ten years, but it was already on its way
to Windsor. While he lived his father was at liberty to
deposit his private papers where he pleased, and he had
chosen on two occasions to send relays of them to
England, fearing that they were not safe from theft if they
remained here, but with his death they passed, unless he
had made special provision, to his son, who now ransacked
the palace for them with such indecent haste.

In all things he showed a callous unconcern for his
mother's feelings. At the request of the German doctors
he permitted Professor Virchow to conduct a post-mortem